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AMENDME NTS Tf> THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS! 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A method for treating neuropathic pain in a patient 

comprising administering an effective neuropathic pain-treating dose of a pharmaceutical 

composition comprising a compound of formula I: 



R 2 




wherein 
R' is 

R 9 

R 8 X CH — ; 

each R 2 is independently selected from a group of the formula: 

R 10 

I 

r1 1_C— 
R 12 

R 3 is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, alkyl, cycloalkyl and aryl; 
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R 4 is selected from the group consisting of alkyl, substituted alkyl, alkenyU 
substituted alkenyl, alkynyU substituted alkynyl, cycloalkyl, substituted cycloalkyl, 
cycloalkenyl and substituted cycloalkenyl; 

R 8 is selected from the group consisting of alkyl, substituted alkyl, alkenyl, 
substituted alkenyl, alkynyl, substituted alkynyl, cycloalkyl substituted cycloalkyl, 
cycloalkenyl and substituted cycloalkenyl; 

R 9 is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, alkyl, substituted alkyl, alkenyl, 
substituted alkenyl, alkynyl, substituted alkynyl, cycloalkyl, substituted cycloalkyl, 
cycloalkenyl and substituted cycloalkenyl; or R 8 and R 9 can be joined to form an alkylene or 
substituted alkylene group having from 2 to 10 carbon atoms; 

R 10 is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, lower alkyl and lower 
cycloalkyl; or R 1 and R t0 can be joined to form an alkylene, substituted alkylene, -C(0> 
-S(O)- or -S(0) 2 - group; 

R u and R 12 are independently selected from the group consisting of lower alkyl and 
lower cycloalkyl; or R 11 and R 12 can be joined to form an alkylene group having from 2 to 10 
carbon atoms; and 

Xis oxygen, sulfu r. -SCO)- or-Sfpy . and 

W is oxyg e n or sulfur; or a pharmaceutically-acceptable salt thereof. 
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Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 1 wherein W X is oxygen. 

Claim 3 (Original); The method of Claim 2 wherein R 3 is hydrogen or lower alkyl. 

Claim 4 (Original): The method of Claim 3 wherein R 3 is hydrogen. 

Claim 5 (Original): The method of Claim 4 wherein R 4 is selected from the group 
consisting of alkyl, substituted alkyl and cycloalkyl. 

Claim 6 (Original): The method of Claim 5 wherein R 4 is selected from the group 
consisting of methyl, rc-propyl, isopropyl, 1 -hydroxy-2-methy1prop-2-yl, n-butyl, ter/-butyl, 
3-thiomethylpropyl, 3-(thiomethoxy)but-l-yl, cyclohexyl, 4-trifluoromethybenzyI and 3,4,5- 
trimethoxybenzyl , 

Claims 7 (Canceled). 

Claim 8 (Canceled). 

Claim 9 (Canceled). 

Claim 10 (Canceled). 

Claim 1 1 (Original): The method of Claim 4 wherein X is oxygen; R 9 is hydrogen; 
and R 8 is alkyl or alkoxyalkyl. 
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Claim 12 (Original): The method of Claim 1 1 wherein R* is selected from the group 
consisting of methyl and methoxy ethyl . 



Claim 13 (Original): The method of Claim 4 wherein R 10 » R n and R 12 are methyl. 



Claim 14 (Previously Presented): The method of Claim 13 wherein R 10 , R 11 and R 12 
are methyl. 

Claims 15 (Canceled). 

Claim 16 (Canceled). 

Claim 17 (Canceled). 



Claim 18 (Canceled), 



Claim 19 (Canceled). 



Claim 20 (Canceled). 



Claim 21 (Canceled). 



Claim 22 (Canceled). 
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Claim 23 (Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the compound is of formula 

IV: 



r19 

| CH 3 " 
R 18 — O — CH— O. 



CH 3 

CH 3 



+ 



IV 



CH 3 CH 3 H 

wherein 

R 18 is selected from the group consisting of alkyl, substituted alkyl, cycloalkyl and 
substituted cycloalkyl; 

R 1 * is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, alkyl, substituted alky!, 
cycloalkyl and substituted cycloalkyl; or R 18 and R 19 can be joined to form an alkylene or 
substituted alkylene group having from 2 to 10 carbon atoms; 

R ZQ is selected from the group consisting of alkyl, substituted alkyl, cycloalkyl and 
substituted cycloalkyl; or pharmaceutically-acceptable salts thereof. 

Claim 24 (Original): The method of Claim 23 wherein R 19 is hydrogen and R 18 is 
alkyl or alkoxyalkyl* 

Claim 25 (Original): The method of Claim 24 wherein R 18 is methyl or 
methoxyethyL 
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Claim 26 (Original): The method of Claim 23 wherein R 20 is selected from the group 
consisting of alkyl, substituted alkyl and cycloalkyl. 

Claim 27 (Original): The method of Claim 26 wherein R 20 is selected from the group 
consisting of methyl, w-propyl, isopropyl, l-hydroxy^methylprop-2~yl, »-butyl s ^r-butyl, 
3-thiomethylpropyl, 3-(thiomethoxy)buM-yl, cyclohexyl, 4-trifluoromethybenzyl and 3,4,5- 
trimethoxybenzyl. 

Claim 28 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim I wherein the compound is 
selected from the group consisting of: 

a (1 iaobutanoy lo xy 3 ,5 df tcrt butylphonyl) N fcrt-butylni tr one 
a - (4 - H - butan o yloxy 3,5 di tcrt butylphonyl) N tcrt butylnitron e 
a - (4 - rt - pontanoyloxy 3,5 di tcrt bu tylp h o nyl) N tcrt b ut ylnitron e 
0r-{4-pfe pionyloxy 3 > 5 di tcrt butylphonyl) N tart butylnitrono 
q (1 Qpotoxy -3 ,5 - di tcrt butylphenyl) N 3,4,5 trimethoxybongylnitron e 
q [1 (othylaminQcarbony lo xy) 3 ,5 di t c rt b ut ylphenyl] N - t or t butylnitrone 
a [4 (n propylaminooarbonyloxy) 3>5 di tcrt buty l ph e ny l] - N tort butylnitron e 
a [1 (* butylaminooarbenyloxy) 3 ,5 - di tort butylphonyl] N - tert butylnitron e 
a- [ 4 (2 othQHyoarbonyl)ethylaminooarbQnyloxy) - 3,S di tcrt butylphonyl] -i V -/ crt 
bu t ylnitr o n e 

ct [1 (2 -e thoxycarbonyl)mothylarninooarbonyloxy) 3,5 di tcrt butylphonyl] N tcrt 
butylnitrone 

a-(4-methoxymetboxy-3,5-di-fer/-butylphenyl)^-^/-/-butylnitrone 
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a-[4-(2-methoxy)ethoxym^ 
a-(4-methoxymethoxy-3,5-dw^ 
a-(4~methox>anethoxy-3,5-dWe^ 
q . ( 4 hydroxy 3,5 di tert - butylp hon yl) N tort - butylnitroao 
a (A hydroxy 3,5 di tort butylphenyl) N icvt o otylnitron e 
a - (1 hydroxy 3>dim o thQxyphony l) N tort butylnitrone 
a - ( 4 hydroxy 3,5 dimothylphcny l) N hexylnitron e 
a ( 4 hydr o xy 3,5 dim e thylph e nyl) - N . tQrt butylnitrono 

SH (4 - hydroxy 3,5 di t e rt « butylph e nyl) - N (1,1 dim e thyl 2 hydroxyothyljnitrone 
a (1 hydroxy - 3,5 di tort b ut y lphenyl) N (1,1 dimothy lpro pyl)nitron e 
a ( 1 h y droxy - 3,5 di tort butylphenyl) N (1 me thylethyl)nitrone 
and pharmaccutically acceptable salts thereof, 

Claim 29 (Canceled). 

Claim 30 (Canceled). 

Claim 31 (Canceled). 

Claim 32 (Canceled). 

Claim 33 (Canceled). 
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Claim 34 (Canceled). 



Claim 35 (Canceled). 
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